
An electrical accident can kill you 

Every year in the UK around 70 people die1 and 350,0002 are seriously 

injured as a result of an electrical accident in the home. And around 

half3 of all accidental "res in UK homes are caused by electricity – that’s 

a staggering 21,000 every year.

The good news is that there are steps you can take to make your home 

a safer place. For example:

■ Do you have RCD (residual current device) protection in your 

consumer unit (sometimes known as a fusebox)?   

■ Do you know the last time your electrical installation was checked?

■ Do you carry out a regular visual check of your electrics, including 

sockets and switches and electrical appliances for damage or wear 

and tear?

Get RCD protected

An RCD can save your life. An RCD is designed to protect against the 

risks of electrocution and "re caused by earth faults.  For example, if 

you cut through the cable when mowing the lawn and accidentally 

touched the exposed live wires or a faulty appliance overheats causing 

electric current to #ow to earth.

It provides a level of protection that ordinary fuses or circuit-breakers cannot 

provide. RCDs can also reduce the risk of some electrical-related "res.

How does it work?

An RCD constantly monitors the electric current #owing through one 

or more circuits it is used to protect. If it detects electricity #owing 

down an unintended path, such as through a person who has touched 

a live part, the RCD will switch the electrical circuit o$ very quickly, 

signi"cantly reducing the risk of death or serious injury.

Am I already protected?

If you’re unsure whether your consumer unit already has built-in RCD 

protection, look for a ‘T’ test button and label stating ‘test quarterly’. Find 

out more about which circuits in your home are covered and how to 

test your RCD by visiting our website.

Note: To provide additional protection against electric shock, an RCD must have a rated tripping current of 

not more than 30 mA. The rating will be marked on the RCD.

Get your electrics checked

When was the last time your installation was checked by a professional?  

Make sure you have it periodically inspected and tested regularly – we 

recommend at least every ten years for owner-occupied properties and 

every "ve years for rented accommodation. The report provided will 

#ag up any faults and advise on any remedial action required.

If your electrics trip frequently, it probably means you have a faulty 

appliance or wiring. Call in a registered electrician to "nd out what’s wrong.

Use a registered electrician

Always use a registered electrician to carry out electrical work in your home.  

They will work to the UK national standard and will issue you with a 

safety certi"cate. In technical language this means the work has been 

designed, constructed, inspected and tested in accordance with the 

national electrical safety standard – BS 7671. To you it means it’s safe 

and meets the requirements of the law. 

It’s easy to make an electrical circuit work – it’s far harder to make the 

circuit work safely.

Make your home a safer place

■ Ask a registered electrician to install a modern consumer unit, 

which includes RCD protection. Installation costs will vary, but it’s 

not as expensive as you might think to achieve peace of mind. We 

recommend that you get advice from a registered electrician and 

obtain several quotes.

■ In the meantime, buy a plug-in RCD adaptor to use in any socket in 

your home – they’re a$ordable (around £10) and available from your 

local DIY store or garden centre. 

■ Visit the ESC’s website for free advice about using your installation 

and electrical products safely.

■ Identify potential dangers in your home by doing your own 

visual check regularly.  It’s easy with our free App which can be 

downloaded at: www.esc.org.uk/visualchecks. The App explains how 

to resolve simple, non-technical problems and helps you to identify 

when it’s best to call in a professional.

■ Ask a registered electrician to carry out an Electrical Installation 

Condition Report – at least every ten years

For more information visit www.esc.org.uk 
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